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EDITORIAL 


The Whole Counsel 
Of God 


“For I have not shunned to declare unto you all 
the counsel of God.” Paul to the Ephesian elders, 


We who are Christians, whether ministers or lay 
people, need to be informed in the things of God. 
We need to be steeped in the things which count 
and which last for all eternity. 


Probably one of the greatest sources of discour- 
agement for the average minister is the repeated 
discovery that many of his people are spiritually 
illiterate, almost totally lacking in an understand- 
ing of the things which constitute the Christian 
faith, 


This is one of the reasons why we in the pew 
need doctrinal instruction. Our Confession of 
Faith, in thirty-five chapters, gives a statement of 
the great truths which are to be believed, not based 
on human reason but on the Word of God itself. 
Here in a composite collection we have a source of 
instruction and a basis of faith which is available to 
individual church members and at the same time 
can be used as a course of instruction from the 
pulpit. 


Probably most of us have had the experience of 
hearing a thought-provoking, even inspiring, sermon 
which may have been a homiletic gem but which 
was totally lacking in theological content. Preach- 
ing can be unsound, not from what is said but be- 
cause of what is intentionally omitted. 


The whole counsel of God is a well-rounded, a 
complete revelation of divine truth, and we need it. 
It is so easy for even instructed Christians to em- 
phasize some great doctrine to the exclusion of 
others. That is not God’s plan, nor is it whole- 
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some; just as a diet of one kind of good food can 
lack in it elements needful for the strong body. 


There are those who under the guise of “rightly 
dividing the word of truth,” actually mutilate and 
twist it and are just as guilty of denying God's 
Word as those who do so for reasons of rational- 
istic unbelief. Paul was urging Timothy to “hold 
a straight course,” in his teaching of the Word. He 
wanted him to use the Scriptures to the best advan- 
tage and when one reads Paul’s epistles one finds a 
great volume of deep and abiding truths, all of 
which, taken as a whole, comprise the Christian 
faith and all of which are to be preached and be- 
lieved and lived. 


Calvin, speaking of “rightly dividing the word 
of truth,” said: “Some mutilate it, others tear it, 
others torture it, others break it in pieces, others 
keeping by the outside never come to the soul of 
doctrine.” Also writing on this verse, Dr. Wilbur 
Smith says: On the other hand it is wrong 
to write a book on the theology of St. Paul, and 
not to give adequate consideration to all his teach- 
ings concerning the last days, as almost every book 
on Paul’s theology has done. When ministers 
preach year after year and never mention the shed 
blood of Christ as the only way of redemption, they 
are wrongly dividing the word of truth; but when 
a man morning and evening on the Lord’s Day 
preaches nothing but the cross, he is also wrongly 
dividing the word of truth.” 


Paul, the great Christian, missionary and theo- 
logian; the man who through the work of God’s 
Holy Spirit has had such a marvellous influence on 
the work of God’s Kingdom; Paul has set us an 
example of the Christian, the preacher and the 
theologian, who declared to his generation and de- 
clares to us today: 


“T shrank not from declaring unto you anything 
that was profitable ... I shrank not from declaring 
unto you the whole counsel of God.” 
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The Church—individual Christians—we need 
this same Gospel message in its entirety today. 


—L.N.B. 


“Lord, Teach Us 
To Pray!” 


Why did the disciples ask the Lord to “Teach 
them to pray?” Why not, Teach us to preach, or 
teach us to work, or teach us to live? Is it not be- 
cause Praying is necessary for our preaching, or 
working, or living? 





Teach us to pray, for prayer means Life. Prayer 
is the Christian’s vital breath. When a person stops 
breathing, he stops living. There is no spiritual life 
ipart from God; in Him we live and move and 
have our being. The first cry that comes from an 
awakened sinner is, Lord, save me, or God be merci- 
ful to me a sinner, and from that moment until he 
passes into glory he lives in an atmosphere of prayer. 


Teach us to pray, for Prayer means Victory on 
the Battlefield. Life is a battlefield. The World, 
the Flesh, and the devil are our enemies. The forces 
of evil are tremendously strong. Paul in Ephesians 
tells us to put on the whole armor of God, and 
then says, PRAY. Each piece is to be put on with 
prayer. 


Teach us to pray, for Prayer means Strength for 
the duties of life. Each of us has duties in the Home, 
in the Community, in the Church. How can we 
perform these? Who is sufficient for these things? 
We need all the strength that God can give if we 
are to be faithful to the tasks that come our way. 
We get this strength through Prayer. 


Teach us to pray, for Prayer is Comfort in times 
of trouble. We will not travel far in this life until 
“we walk a mile with sorrow.” How can we bear 
up under the burdens which press upon us? The 
Everlasting Arms must be about us. Only as we 
pray can we feel the pressure of these Arms as they 
hold us safely. 


Teach us to pray, for Prayer means Guidance in 
the time of perplexity and confusion. We do not go 
far on the road of life until there are forks in the 
road. Sometimes these are plainly marked, but often 
they are not. We must turn our eyes to heaven and 
pray and listen until we hear a voice saying, This 
s the way; walk in it. 


Teach us to pray, for Prayer means Fellowship 
with God the Father, God the Son, and God, the 


Holy Spirit. It means also fellowship with all the 


saints who have travelled, and are travelling, the 


way of life. What a blessed fellowship this is! 
Teach us to pray as Naturally as He did; as 


Trustfully ; as Submissively. Lord, teach us to pray. 


—J.K.P. 


“Do We Want A Unit” 
Or A “Unity?” 
By H. F. Beaty, Peachland, N. C. 


It is surprising that intelligent and well-educated 
people would make such mistakes!! In John 17:21 
we read: “That they may be one, as Thou, Father, 
art in Me, and I in Thee, that they may be one in 
us.” First we must note in what sense is the Father 
and the Son, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit one? 
Is it the Unitarian belief that they are only ‘on! 
PERSON?’ Are they organically one, as Siamese trip- 
lets, or are they THREE SEPARATE and DISTINCTIVE 
PERSONS, and each acting in His own sphere, yet 
CO-OPERATIVELY with each and both of the others? 
Next in what sense are we ‘one with the Trinity’? 
That cannot be organically, but can be ONLY 
SPIRITUALLY. But we can and should be spiritually 
united with the Trinity in the work of saving man- 
kind. Now it is absurd to interpret this as meaning 
“organic union of church groups.” Ordinarily in 
the uniting of churches and of denominations there 
is a lowering of spirituality in compromising on the 
spiritual and emphasizing the material side. 





In the Bible there are two distinctive ideas that 
are translated into English by the word “one.” The 
failure to understand this is the cause of our mis- 
interpreting the Scriptures in John 17:21 and else- 
where. In Hebrew the word YACHID means singly, 
a unit, a combination of two or more objects to 
form a unit in which the characteristics of each one 
may be changed. Hydrogen and oxygen unite to 
form water, a distinct object. But this word is 
never used in spiritual things nor in reference to the 
Trinity. ACHAD means a UNITY, a uniting of two or 
more objects or persons to form a combination in 
which there is no loss of individuality, nor merging 
of faculties or capacities, but is a UNITY of purpose 
and of activity to accomplish that which could not 
be done by them individually and alone. In Gen. 
2:24, “They twain shall be one flesh.” Here we 
have two separate and distinct bodies, two minds 
with distinct capacities, yet united in LIFE, in Plan, 
two individuals, with two bodies, with varied likes 
and dislikes; two minds with different desires and 
capacities; and two souls with different types and 
qualities, yet they are commanded to be one. They 
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in Plan, in Pur- 
pose, in enjoyment and in every phase of existence. 


can and should be united in Life, 


They do not become Siamese-twins. ACHAD is the 
word used in things spiritual and in connection 
with the Trinity, and should be translated UNITED. 
We Christians then may be one, if we are spiritually 
united to the Trinity and are working with them 
in the salvation of souls, and in cooperation with 
other denominations. ““‘We are not divided, All one 
Body we.” In John 10:28-30 we have the same idea 
where Christ savs: “I and My Father are UNITED.” 


The division into denominations obscures, but 
does not destroy the true unity in Christ. The divi- 
sion into denominations is not in itself evil nor 
harmful, for each usually emphasizes some phase of 
the truth that others fail to teach. It becomes wrong 
when it hinders and prevents co-operative work to- 
gether. These divisions arise from the “Freedom 
of Speech” and of thought. The injuries arise from 
the magnifying these differences and not emphasiz- 
ing Christ as the Supreme Being and object of wor- 
ship, thus injuring self and others. 


In Mark 9:38-40 Christ EMPHATICALLY teaches 
that we MUST NOT condemn those who do not join 
with us, nor agree with us in all things: but that 
we must see if they are NoT AGAINST Christ. For if 
they are not against Him, they are in some ways 
FOR HIM, and so must be recognized as fellow Chris- 
tians. See Eph. 2:14, Rom. 12:5, Gal. 3:28, Eph. 
4:3, 4:13. If we, according to these Scriptures, 
exalt Christ, we are one in the Holy Spirit. The 
Saving of the world is Not BY BIGNESS of denomina- 
tions but “BY MY spIRIT”’ saith Jehovah. Zech. 4:6. 
Catholicism with all its terrors of the Dark Ages 
resulted from “one church organization.’ Shall we 


repeat this? 


On Additional Elder 
Representation To 
Presbytery 
By G. Aiken Taylor, Ph.D. 


As most of the readers of this article will know, 
the General Assembly of 1952 approved and sent 
down to the Presbyteries for their consent an 
amendment to the Book of Church Order granting 
to churches whose nembership exceeds 1000 addi- 
tional ruling elder representatives to Presbytery for 
each additional 1000 members or major fraction 
thereof. In brief, large churches, according to this 
amendment, will be more amply represented in 
Presbytery than small churches. But a_ technical 
Haw was discovered in the amendment and. as a re- 
sult, the 1953 Assembly re-worded it and has now 
re-submitted it to the Presbyteries. Therefore. we 
shall have an opportunity again, this year, to vote 
on this amendment 


Now a number of strong and apparently sensible 
arguments support the adoption of this amendment 
which was approved by a total of 67 Presbyteries. 
For instance, representation is now unbalanced, we 
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are told. Churches with large memberships do not 
have these large numbers adequately represented. A 
church with fifteen members speaks with a voice 
that rings as loudly as a church with fifteen hun- 
dred. Thus the membership of the Church at large 
is not given sufficient consideration at the Presby- 
tery level. Moreover, it is said, large churches are 
already represented by more than one ordained 
minister in many cases. Some of our churches have 
as many as four ministerial representatives in Pres- 
bytery. Why should we discriminate against the 
eldership in the matter of representation ? 


The Presbyterian System 
Contains Checks And Balances 


In our national government, a system of checks 
and balances exists. Within the House of Represen- 
tatives, representation is on the basis of population, 
the larger states sending more men to the House 
than the smaller states. In the Senate, however, the 
states appear with an equal voice regardless of their 
size. Each state has two representatives and the state 
of Georgia commands a vote equal to that of the 
state of New York, in the Senate. Thus any pos- 
sible discrimination is avoided. And the system has 
been a splendid safeguard to the rights and liberties 
of all concerned. 


Now within the Presbyterian Church, the same 
system of checks and balances has existed. On the 
level of the Session, the lay membership is fully 
represented and Sessions may have from two to 
thirty times as many ruling elders as teaching elders 
or ministers. On the level of the Assembly, the 
membership of the Church is again faithfully and 
more equally represented, with both ruling elders 
and ministers attending from the Presbyteries in a 
ratio of one elder and one minister for each 4000 
members, 


The Presbytery is the most important Church 
Court where the system of representation on the 
basis of membership is “checked” and “balanced.” 


Representation On Presbytery 
Level Is By Churches 


Representation on the Presbytery level is essen 
tially by churches. It is not the members who are 
to be equally or adequately represented in Presby- 
tery, but the separate churches themselves. On the 
Presbytery level, each Church is supposed to com- 
mand a voice equal to that of any other Church— 
at any rate, that is the way it was originally in- 
tended to be and the way it should be to avoid any 
possible discrimination against the smaller churches 


Today, and without the additional representation 
envisaged by this amendment, there are single 
churches that now can command a full quorum fo 
a legal meeting of Presbytery through their ow1 
representatives alone. Any church which has three 
ministers and one elder could theoretically convene 
a meeting of Presbytery and transact important 
Presbytery business without having anyone els¢ 
present, 
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This is not the wisest arrangement by far, al- 
though the dignity and integrity of the ministers 
ind elders of our Church have thus far prevented 
any undesirable consequences from such an arrange- 
ment. But it is virtually certain that our founding 
fathers did not intend to set up a system within 
which a full quorum for a meeting of Presbytery 
could exist within a single church. 

Perhaps if any changes should be made, these 
should be made in the opposite direction, And it is 
not heresy to suggest that perhaps all ministers 
should not be voting members of Presbytery. In 
Calvin’s Geneva, for instance, all ministers were 
not members of the Consistory, which was the cor- 
responding body in that day. Perhaps what we need 
is an overture from some quarter to limit the min- 
isterial representation from churches within a Pres- 
bytery to one. Such a representation, with the addi- 
tion of those ministers without pastoral charge, 
would more nearly establish the Presbytery on as 
sound a Scriptural basis than as presently consti- 
tuted. 


Is this shocking? It is no more so than the sug- 
gestion now under consideration. Somewhere in out 
system small churches (which are equally the 
Church of Christ) must be permitted to stand on 
i basis of equality with large churches (which, 
though thanks be to God for them, are not any 
more essentially the Church of Christ). ‘The Pres- 
bytery is where it should take place. 


The Authority Of The 
Church Is Beneath 
That Of The Word 


When we insist upon the Southern Presbyterian 
testimony that Christ is the sole King, the only law- 
giver in Zion we are not presenting a particular, 
provincial witness. On the contrary, this is the 
genuine Protestant thesis of John Hus, Martin 
Luther, John Calvin, Andrew Melville, the West- 
minster Divines, John Witherspoon, and it is the 
current continental teaching of such writers as Os- 
car Cullmann, Karl Barth, Visser t'Hoofd and 
Barnabas Nagy. In Biblical Authority for Today, 
the last named repeatedly asserts the work of the 
Holy Spirit in establishing the authority of Christ 
speaking through His Word. For example: 





“The authority of the Bible is the living, con 
crete authority of Jesus Christ who speaks by means 
ot it as the Lord and King appointed by God and 
who bears witness to Himself as the Person of God 

peaking through the word of his prophets and 
postles in the power of the Spirit.” 


* *&* *&# kek RR 


‘“God’s commandment rings out from this witness 

the power of the Holy Spirit with an ever fresh 
ote and demands to be heard and obeyed in faith.” 
It tells us how Christ wishes to make his King- 
‘ip prevail here and now in these spheres. For His 
\ord is His royal sceptre.”” 


. * * * * * 
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“If the unconditioned authority of the Bible as 
God's Word ts rightly recognized and asserted, then 
the authority of the Church, i. e., of its teachings, 
its doctrines, its confession, its attitude, can only 
be essentially relative and limited in comparison 
with that of the Scriptures, and must in fact be 
determined by them and subject to them. It is only 
by obedience that the Church can have a real and 
valid authority as compared with the Bible. The 
word of the Bible is God’s own Word, as the wit- 
ness of those who themselves saw and heard his 
revelation; the word of the Church can only make 
this claim second-hand, relying on the word of the 
first witnesses. he position of the two authorities 
must never be reversed, nor may they be put on 
the same level. No church revelation may be set 
side by side with the Bible as a source of revela- 
tion... 


“In so far as the teaching and message of the 
Church was and is drawn actually from the Word 
of God, the Church has actual authority. . . . The 
authority of this tradition is determined entirely 
by the extent to which it really expresses God's 
revelation as testified in Holy Writ. In so far as it 
does this, it is to be valued; in so far as it fails to 
do this, it must be criticized and corrected in the 
light of the Bible.”’ 

eee & * 

“So the inner witness of the Holy Spirit must 
not be understood and conceived as having its origin 
in us, in the experiences of our faith, but in Jesus 
Christ, in his kingship and in the saving acts which 
he performed. In this way the kingship of the ever- 
present Lord is made actual for each individual of 
the Church and for every age. The Lord Himself 
promised his Church that the Holy Spirit would 
lead them into all truth. It is by means of this 
Spirit that the Word of the Bible, ‘the Word of the 
spirit and of life, addresses itself in a living way 
to the Church, and through the Church to the 
world. ‘The Holy Spirit alone is the true interpreter 
of the Scriptures. He reveals their meaning; in him 
the authority of Christ, the Teacher, is continued. 
He makes it a personal, real and effective thing to 
know and follow the will and commands of Christ. 
He reveals and unfolds the inexhaustible riches 
and the eternal freshness of the Holy Writ, the 
Word of God, and its astonishing and staggering 


—W.C.R. 


relevance to the present day.” 
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ANGLERS 


(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson Number 26 
Fishing In Odd Places 

Fin fishing produces more strange and unexpect- 
ed experiences than any sport I know. Indeed these 
are sometimes so very unusual that unless he has 
had eye-witnesses a fisherman with a reputation for 
honesty hesitates to relate them. Fish have a way 
of surprising even the most experienced anglers, and 
telling about it, though in pious sincerity, has re- 
sulted in giving fishermen a reputation for stretch- 
ing the truth. Some cynic has said the only time a 
fisherman tells the truth is when he calls another 
fisherman a liar. So I tell you the following with 
a plea for mercy. The river had overflowed the 
bottom lands a few months before, leaving some 
pools here and there, but now returned to its banks 
afforded fairly good bass fishing. However this af- 
ternoon I had tried without any “luck,” and was 
on my way back home when in passing one of those 
overflow pools | noticed a slight movement in the 
water. The pool was only about a hundred feet 
long and 20 feet wide, but that “movement” was 
interesting, and I laid my luggage down on the 
ground, took a minnow out of the bucket, put it on 
a hook and tossed it out to play around at its own 
sweet will. I didn’t have long to wait; that old 
brother out there was hungry; he hadn’t had a 
square meal since the freshet had subsided, leaving 
him there, and no way to get back home. He went 
after that minnow like Bud goes for an ice-cream 
cone. But he wanted to keep it in the pool with 
him and there is where the argument began. Re- 
sult: a two-and-a-half pound bass for supper. 


The element of surprise is also characteristic of 
soul winning. Strange things can happen in the odd- 
est places. One Summer night I was making a 
“Little Jetts talk” to a bunch of soldiers in camp. 
It was out in the open and a sudden gust of wind 
threatened to blow the paper sheets from the board. 
A soldier boy jumped up on the platform to help 
me, holding the corners of the sheets while I pushed 
the pins in more securely. Our heads were close to- 
gether at the board while the crowd waited down 
there for the lecture to resume. In the brief moment 
we worked there together | thanked the young fel- 
low tor seeing the situation so quickly and coming 
to my aid; then | asked him if he was a Christian. 
He said “No.” I asked him to stand by after the 
lecture and let me have a little talk with him. He 
did not promise, but he did wait and we had a most 
satisfactory interview, resulting in his decision to 
accept Jesus Christ as his Saviour. I was reminded 
of the incident by the “experience” which appears 
below. 


Dear ANGLERS: 


On my “prospect list’? was the name of a man | 
hed never met. On way to the meeting I knocked 
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at his front door and his wife answered. She invited 
me in, but said he was shaving; could | wait a little. 
I didn’t want to be late, and was about to say I 
would call again, when the bathroom door opened 
and the man came out. His face was covered with 
lather and an open blade razor was in his hand. He 
had heard something of the conversation and was 
curious to see what it was all about. I stated that 
I had called to invite him and his wife to attend 
the services. Then on impulse I point blank asked 
him if he was a Christian. He said he wasn’t, but 
had often thought he ought to be. I told him there 
wasn’t any reason why he should not be and that 
he could be saved right now if he was willing to 
accept Christ as his Saviour; and I told him in a 
few brief sentences what I could about it, using 
that page xvi in the Fisherman’s Testament, where 
the whole plan of salvation is stated in a few sen- 
tences. He showed good interest and his wife was 
listening in. She was a Christian, I could see that 
without her telling me. She laid her hand on his 
shoulder and said: “You see, Jim, I told you you 
didn’t have to wait for excitement; you can do it 
right now.” He studied a little; the lather was dry- 
ing on his face. Then he changed his open razor to 
his left hand and gave me his right. (1 was glad he 
made the change!) I suggested that he finish his 
shaving and let’s all three go to the services at the 
Church and complete the transaction. His wife 
agreed and in ten minutes we were on our way and 
reached the church before the sermon started. When 
the invitation was given that dear fellow walked 
right up, his wife going with him, and gave the 
preacher his hand—and, Anglers, I want to tell you 
he was clean shaved. —(Name withheld). 


Extracts From Letters To The Journal 
Concerning The Anglers Column 





‘Those personal experiences in Anglers are a 
great help to me for my night sermons. In fact, 
since your evangelistic series about five years ago, 
these items make up one of the finest departments 
I have ever seen in the Journal. Keep it up.” 

* * * EF * 

“I think your Anglers department is very timely. 
Nothing can take the place of Personal Evangelism 
in the Church’s spiritual growth and progress. | 
hope you are planning to compile the Anglers les- 
sons in a book or booklet.” 

(Here was a surprise). The Christian Clarion, 
published in the Japanese language in Tokyo (Dr. 
James A. McAlpine, Editor) and _ circulated 
throughout the empire and also in Formosa, has 
asked permission to translate and reproduce the 
Anglers “lessons” in its columns serially. They say, 
“This kind of treatment will go happily with the 
Japanese who are natural born fishermen.” Of 
course we are glad to give the requested permission. 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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ALCOHOL 


Alcoholism 

From a report by Robert V. Seliger, M. D., Execu- 
tive Director National Committee On Alcohol Hygiene.) 

There are 1,000,000 known seriously ill alco- 
holics in the country. Police and other hospital 
records indicate that there are about 4,000,000 
“heavy” social drinkers, and it is impossible to say 
at what given moment an individual in the second 
bracket moves into the first. 


Also, it might be pointed out that in the more 
than 60,000,000 Americans who are social drinkers 
the two preceding categories have more than ample 
room for expansion. 

However, figures give but slight insight into the 
severity of the problem because they depict only a 
mass of humanity lumped together under a common 
heading—in this case enslaved by a common mas- 
(| a 





The alcoholic involves not himself alone. He is 
no isolated problem. He is the vortex of a whirl- 
pool that catches up his family, his friends, his 
business associates, his creditors and a great segment 
of society. So the figure, 1,000,000 for the number 
of alcoholics is small when multiplied by those 
whose lives are touched by the alcohol problem. 


In wasted manpower, lost production, diverted 
energies, heartache and disaster alcoholism takes its 
toll—to such an extent that alcoholism, with all its 
involvements has become a national social illness. 





Why cannot this generation have the intelli- 
gence and the courage, as a civilized people, 
to rise up and drive this monster OUT? 


The Christian Home 
And Television 


The other night I “sat in’—‘“looked in” and 
‘listened in’? and “thought in” in a Christian home 
where television was bringing in the entertainment. 
Children were there around 7 to 12 years of age. 
Television showed a wild western scene with all 
its shooting and blood and terror. The children 
were much pleased. The next “show” was an adver- 
tisement of beer, with a woman speaking for it as 
being recognized as necessary to real hospitality in 
every home. I am sure that this one home was not 
the only home where the same pictures were shown. 
There were hundreds and perhaps thousands of 
homes where children as well as others were enter- 
tained and contaminated with these pleasures of 
sin—killing and drunkenness all dressed up to pene- 
trate the home and reach the youth. 





And I went to a picture show which is much ad- 
vertised as one of the finest productions ever made. 
| went to see what impression the picture had on 

uth. When there were several immoral sugges- 
tions made in the picture, the voices of children 
were heard in relish and approval. And this goes on 

hundreds of towns. 
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Our old ideas of the home are being assaulted, 
and assaulted right in our homes. Dick Tracy and 
Gene Autry and others may be all right, but it is 
not all right for our children to know more about 
them than they know about Jesus Christ. But the 
stories of Joseph, Samuel, Daniel and others seem 
to be of less interest than movie stars and their 


doings. 


Presbyterians have always been known as home- 
makers and the home has been their citadel. But it 
is now being attacked in the most dangerous ways. 
Look in almost any home and you find papers, maga- 
zines and books which not only weaken the mind 
but degrade it: and now that television has come, 
which could be used to strengthen the home, this 
new entrance has been made as a way to debauch 
and destroy. ‘The atom and hydrogen bomb destroy 
material and physical life. Television, which might 
enrich spiritual life, is being made to destroy spirit- 
ual life. Our standards which were already at low 
ebb. are being forced lower than ever. We would 
not allow a murderer in our home, nor a vendor of 
intoxicants, nor an unclean person, but they are 
finding entrance now into the homes of hundreds of 
our purest people. Cannot we meet them at the 
door, turn off the scene and the voice and refuse 
to let the enemy in? Or shall we end it all by 
passing some resolution in Presbytery or Synod or 
Assembly ? “Let God arise, let His enemies be scat- 
tered; let them also that hate Him flee before Him.” 


—C.T.C. 





WOULD YOU LIKE TO OWN a leather- 
bound copy of THE TESTAMENT FOR 
FISHERS OF MEN? Send us an account of 
winning a soul to Christ in a 
personal interview (250 words 
or less). If it is used in the 
ANGLERS column, you will 
receive this most helpful, vest- 
pocket size, Personal Worker’s 
Testament (King James Ver- 
sion). No manuscripts returned 
unless requested. THE TES- 
TAMENT may also be secured by sending 
two new one-year subscriptions to The 
Journal, or by remitting $2.75. 














“IT hereby give and bequeath to the Board 
of Directors of the Southern Presbyterian 
Journal Company (incorporated under the laws _ | 
of the State of North Carolina) $ 


for the use and benefit of said company. 











PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Educational excellence. Member Southern Association Col- 
lege and Secondary Schools. Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
B.A. and B.S. degrees. Graduates transfer to Junior class 
best colleges. Professor each ten students. Personal atten- 
tion. Scientific tests. Athletics. Two-year business course. 
Preparatory department with 11th, 12th grades. Veterans. 

Moderate charges. Scholarships. Self-help. 
Begins September 7, 1953. 

PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 

Louis C. LaMotte, M.A., Th.D., D.D., President. 

Box 38-W — Maxton, North Carolina. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR OCTOBER 4 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





God’s Design For A Better World 


Background Scripture: Genesis 1; Isaiah 
35; 42:5-9; Mark 1:14-15; Luke 4:16-21; 
John 3:16-18; Revelation 21:1-5. Devotional 
Reading: Hebrews 2:1-9. 


God's design for the world included the Creation ot a good world, and the salvation of a lost and ruined 
world. There can be no true history of the world which leaves SIN out of the picture. The whole theory 
of Evolution breaks down at this vital point. ‘There has not only been a certain kind of “Evolution,” but a 
decided “Devolution.”” Under the influence of the Revelation from God men have at times grown better: 
but at many other times men have sunken into more terrible evils. Nations rise, but they also fall. Sin has 


to be considered, for sin is everywhere in the world. 
It not only affected mankind, but upset the whole 
Creation until the whole Creation groans and tra- 
vails together waiting for the glorious Day of Re- 
demption. 


God provides a Great Salvation for this lost and 
ruined world. In Hebrews 2:1-9 we are warned not 
to neglect this so great salvation; a salvation which 
was “God-planned, God-executed, and God-attest- 
ed.” Just as men at creation were made a “‘little 
lower than the angels and crowned with glory and 
honor, so redeemed man will be exalted through 
Christ Who tasted death for every man, It is easy 
for us to let this one and only way of escape slip 
away from us, so we are solemnly exhorted not to 
neglect it. 


‘2 The Creation of a Good 


i] ‘orld . Genesis L. 


“And God saw every thing that he had made, 
and behold, it was very good.” 1:31. 


To my old-fashioned mind this is a picture of a 
perfect world, for I believe that God made every- 
thing beautiful in its time. It is not a world partly 
finished, crudely made, which would require mil- 
lions of years to grow and develop into a thing of 
beauty. When God made man he was not just a 
better grade of gorilla, the ugly “cave-man” that 
we see in our histories for our children to see, and 
get a false idea of creation. Man was not a “‘cave- 
man,” but a “king-man.’’ He was made in the image 
of God in knowledge, righteousness and holiness, 
with dominion over the rest of creation. The first 
man God made was “every inch a king,” and the 
first woman a “queen.” After sin came, and men 
became depraved and ugly, we find them living in 
caves and acting like beasts. But let me _ repeat: 
man was not made that way. 1 will believe what 
God says about it, for He knows, and not what 
some foolish man, “vain in their imaginations,” 
theorizes concerning it. ‘Theories come and go; 
God’s Word stands forever. A person must have 
a very small idea of God if he thinks that God has 
to work like men work. Men invent an automobile 
or airplane, but the first ones are crude indeed. 
Look at a picture of the first automobile and com- 
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pare it with the streamlined ones of today. But God 
has infinite wisdom and power. The first bird He 
created could fly as well as the ones we see today; 
the first lily He painted was as beautiful as the ones 
we find in the fields now; and the first man, Adam, 
Was a perfect man. 


But man is far from that perfection now, and 
to understand his unhappy and awful condition we 
must read and digest fully the third chapter of 
Genesis, and then trace the “trail of the serpent” on 
down through the pages of the Bible. The man 
who got tangled up in his prayer and asked God 
to save us from our “upsetting” instead of ‘“‘beset- 
ting’ sins was sound in his theology, for sin has 
upset the world, It turned man from a perfect crea- 
ture to a totally depraved one, tainted in every part 
of his nature and unable to save himself. Sin also 
upset the balance of Creation. Sin, and the judg- 
ments which have come on account of sin, (like the 
Flood ), can explain a lot of phenomena which puz- 
zle the geologists. The world we now live in has 
a great many deserts and snow-covered waste lands; 
it is afflicted with tornadoes and earthquakes; with 
droughts and floods; with insects and diseases too 
numerous to mention. | believe that the broken 
strata found in many places, the buried fossil ivory 
in Siberia, and many other strange things can only 
be explained by sudden catastrophes which have 
occurred in nature, and not by gradual evolution. 
When the fountains of the deep are broken up and 
the windows of heaven opened, strange changes will 
take place on the earth. All that God would have 
to do would be to shift the axis of our globe and 
startling changes all over the world would come, 
such as changes in climate, etc. 


Why try to follow and believe some intricate and 
involved, and often silly, theory of some man like 
Darwin, when Moses, under the inspiration of 
God, has a far simpler and more easily believed 
explanation? One of the best proofs of the “total 
depravity” of the human mind is that men will 
accept some false and fanciful idea of some man 
and turn away from the truth as we have it re 
vealed to us in the Word of God.” Be careful that 
nobody spoils your faith, through intellectualism or 
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high-sounding nonsense. Such stuff is at best found- 
ed on men’s ideas of the nature of the world and 
disregards Christ.” (Phillips Translation of Col. 
 :8) 


Il. The Restoration of a Ruined World: 


Isaiah 35; 42:5-9, 


These are two of the many beautiful pictures 
which the prophets give us of a restored world. 
God is not going to allow sin and evil to com- 
pletely destroy that which he made “very good.” 


‘The wilderness and the solitary place - - - the 
desert.”” There is much waste land on this globe of 
ours; part of it in dense jungles uninhabited by 
man, and part dry and parched, and much covered 
with snow and ice. ‘Think of what these words 
mean! Suppose all the waste land is made for man 
to dwell in; what a wonderfully fruitful world we 
would have. Men have turned much desert land 
into fertile fields by irrigation. Here, however, is 
a prophecy which tells us of complete restoration. 
It would be hard to estimate how many people 
could be sustained in such a world. 


This restoration goes much further than fields. 
Man himself is afflicted; weak hands, feeble knees, 
fearful hearts, blind eves, deaf ears, the lame and 
the dumb; all the diseased and afflicted people of 
the earth. We live in a terribly sick world. Our 
crowded hospitals, our busy doctors, our many 
drugs are proof enough of this sad fact. It is sin 
that has made us sick, in body, mind and soul. All 
these sick people will be healed and the cause of 
their sickness will be removed; righteousness will 
take the place of sin. 

There follows another description of restored 
Nature. A highway will be there; the Way of 
Holiness. Our country is rapidly being covered with 
highways. We have our Four-Lane and Six-Lane 
Super-Highways, and we name them for our great 
men, or for some distinctive attraction. God is 
building a Highway! There will be no danger of 
wrecks on this highway, but safe traveling even 
for the simple and silly ones, if they have been re- 
deemed, for the redeemed and ransomed of the Lord 
will walk this highway. 


This description is poetic and symbolic in lan- 
guage but beneath all its imagery there is the T're- 
mendous Fact that God is going to restore this 
world ruined and ravaged by sin and sinful men. 
Joy and gladness will come and sorrow and sighing 
will flee away. This is indeed ““Good News” for a 
lost world. 


III. Repent and Believe the Gospel 
(Good News): Mark 1:14-15; Luke 4; John 3. 


Through the preaching of the Gospel God is call 
ng out from the world a “people for his own posses- 
sion.”’ In the fulness of time the Promised Redeemer 
ame. He came preaching the Gospel and calling 
nen to repent and believe the “Good News.” It is 
through this ‘foolishness of preaching” that men 
ire saved. 
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Jesus told the people of Nazareth that the time 
spoken of in Isaiah 61:1 was fulfilled. He had 
come to “preach the gospel to the poor” - - - to 
preach the acceptable year of the Lord.” We are 
living in the Gospel dispensation. Some day there 
will be the Judgment, but now we can go out into 
the highways and hedges and compel them to come 
in that the house may be filled. This gospel must 
be preached in all the world before the Second 
Coming of the Lord. 


This gospel message is summarized for us in 
those words of "esus to Nicodemus in John 3:16- 
18. Here we have the “Heart of the Big Gospel.” 
God's Love for the Big Lost World is manifested 
in the Gift of His Son and Eternal Life through 


Him. 


Il’. A New Heaven and a New Earth: 
Revelation 21:1-5., 


One of our great preachers recently said that 
Christians ought to be reading and studying the 
Book of Revelation these days for much of it ts 
being fulfilled right before our eyes. It is an ac- 
count of the trials and triumph of the Kingdom of 
God. Much of it is couched in symbolic language 
and may be variously interpreted, but the main 
theme of the Book can be rather easily seen, if we 
have the eye of faith. When read in connection with 
the “Olivet Discourse” and certain chapters of 
Daniel, it gives us the assurance of the final victory 
of the Lamb. He, with the Father will sit upon 
the throne. 


The beautiful description of the Holy City com- 
ing down from God out of Heaven has been the 
inspiration of artists and poets. Let us look at two 
or three of its glorious aspects. God will dwell 
with men. Sin has long separated man from God, 
but now the barrier has been removed and God 
and man will live together. This, in itself, is eternal 
Life. We shall “enjoy Him forever” as our cate- 
chism puts it. 


All tears shall be wiped away. “Blood and sweat 
and tears’ are our lot because of the selfishness and 
yreed and sin in the world. No more death, sorrow, 
crying, pain; think of a world without these! This 
is only the negative side; the other side is so won- 
derful that no words can describe it. 


In “Rob Roy” Scott has one of his characters to 
say: ‘These are bonnie words; Who spoke them?” 
words in Revelation; Who 
spoke them? And he that sat upon the throne said, 
Behold I make all things new.”’ The King of Kings 
speaks these words, 


These are “bonnie” 


PINKING SHEARS 
Only $1.95 postpaid. Chromium plated, preci- 
sion made. Manufacturer’s Christmas overstock. | 
Guaranteed $7.95 value or money refunded. 


Order by mail. Lincoln Surplus Sales, 529 Main | 
Street, Evanston, Illinois. 






YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 





YOUTH PROGRAM FOR OCTOBER 4 


REV. H. LAWRENCE LOVE, JR. 





Witnesses To Him 


WorsHip PROGRAM 


Hymn—‘O Worship The King” 

Invocation 

Hymn—“A Charge To Keep I Have” 

Announcements 

Scripture—Matthew 28:16-20, Acts 1:8 

Prayer 

Offering 

Hymn—“Lord, Speak To Me, That I May 
Speak” 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


Last week we had our “Walking Vespers” which 
gave us opportunity to go out and witness to our 
friends, and to invite them to our fellowship. Be- 
fore we go into our program for tonight, let’s take 
a few minutes to give a word of testimony to the 
group concerning the contacts made and the response 
received. (Allow a few minutes for general reports 
and discussion ). 


Now to get on with our program—Our work of 
witnessing did not end with last week’s visitation. 
It was just an opportunity to get started. We are 
called to be witnesses unto Him, unto our Saviour, 
Jesus Christ. This is our lifetime assignment and 
cannot be fulfilled by a few momentary efforts. 
When we really consider the nature and scope of 
our task, we realize something of the weight of 
responsibility that rests upon our shoulders. Let’s 
consider first of all the purpose of our witnessing. 


First 8 peake? 


The Bible tells us that men are lost, “having the 
understanding darkened, being alienated from the 
life of God through the ignorance that is in them, 
because of the blindness of their heart,” and they 
need to be saved. We are plainly told that only 
Christ can save men, for “neither is there salvation 
in any other, for there is none other name under 
heaven given among men whereby we must be 
saved.” “But how can they believe on Him of 
whom they have not heard?” People need to hear 
about the Lord Jesus Christ if they are to be saved, 
and the only ones who can tell are the ones who 
know. That’s why Jesus said to His disciples, the 
ones who knew Him as Saviour and Lord, “Ye 
shall be witnesses unto me.” Their assignment was 
to go and inform others of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
to point them to the One who could save from sin 
and give eternal life. Each succeeding generation 
of believers in Christ has fallen heir to this respon- 
sibility, and now it rests upon us. We are to be 
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witnesses unto Him. Not simply to the church, nor 
even to the facts of the Christian faith, but wit- 
nesses unto Him, the eternal Son of God, who has 
reconciled men to God by the blood of His cross 
and provided salvation for all who believe in Him 
with saving faith, 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


‘“‘Jesus—the name that charms our fears, and 
bids our sorrows cease. “Tis music in the sinner’s 
ear; ‘tis life, and health, and peace.” More songs 
and poems have been written about the Name of 
Jesus than any other name, for the name of Jesus 
is the name of the One who died to redeem us and 
lives to care for His own. If we know and love 
Him, we should surely tell others of Him. This 
brings us to our next line of thought in our discus- 
sion—The program of witnessing unto Him. 


Second Speaker 


We have already seen that we are to bear wit- 
ness unto Jesus before men, but I wonder how 
many of us have really let it sink into our minds 
and hearts that Jesus said we were to bear witness 
to all men. Listen to these words—“all nations . .” 
“to every creature . 


; 
‘unto the uttermost part 
of the earth.” These are expressions our Lord used 
to indicate the scope of His command and our 
responsibility. This doesn’t mean that each of us 
is to hurry home and pack our bag and catch the 
next ship for the most remote corner of the globe. 
It does mean that we are to be witnesses where we 
are, and we must be willing to catch a ship and go 
to the most remote corner of the earth! God has 
a program for evangelizing the world, and each be- 
liever in Christ is to fit into that program as called 
of God to witness. William Carey’s assignment was 
India; Hudson ‘Taylor was sent to China; Living- 
stone went to Africa, and countless others have been 
given like responsibilities. Dwight L. Moody, Billy 
Sunday, and Billy Graham of our own generation, 
were called of God to evangelize America, and this 
responsibility has been shared by lesser known pas- 
tors, teachers, and workers who have faithfully 
borne witness to Christ. There are others like 
Sophie, the German washer-woman, who scrubbed 
Hoors in the office buildings of New York City that 
she might help send missionaries to the foreign fields, 
ind who bore personal testimony to almost every 
soul she met, pointing them to Jesus who died for 
them. God’s program is simply this: that every be- 
liever should be surrendered to the will of God in 
bearing witness to a lost and dying world of a 
Saviour who can and will save unto the uttermost 
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all who come to God by Him. We are witnesses. 





This fact we cannot escape. But are we faithful 
witnesses? Are we letting our light shine for Jesus? 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


Most of us cannot lay claim to faithfulness in 
the matter of bearing witness unto Jesus before our 
friends and neighbors, but all of us should ask God 
to give us the grace to be faithful, that we might 
be good witnesses for the Lord. Surely we are not 
ashamed to tell others of the one who died for us! 
Yet how often our silent lips bear mute testimony 
to our unfaithfulness. Perhaps our closing speaker 
has a word that will encourage us to be more faith- 
ful and that will help us to be more effective wit- 
nesses unto Him, 


Third Speake 


When Jesus first sent His disciples out on a 
mission, He sent them by twos. They were not 
alone, but had companionship. Most of us like to 
have someone working along with us in any task. 
We need to realize that we are never alone when 
we witness unto others of the Lord. In the fifteenth 
chapter of John’s gospel, verses twenty-six and 
twenty-seven, we read: “But when the Comforter 
is come, whom I will send unto you from the 
Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth 
from the Father, he shall bear witness of me: and 
.”’ The Holy Spirit, who 
dwells in the heart of every believer in Christ, bears 
joint testimony with us when we witness unto 
Christ. “In the mouth of two witnesses...” We 
never witness alone. We speak to men about the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit says 
“Amen!” to what we have told them. It isn’t 
through our logic that men are won to God, nor 
through the effectiveness of our own personalities, 
but through the witness of the Holy Spirit, con- 
firming in the hearts of men that which we have 
spoken. Jesus said, “Ye shall receive power, after 
that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye 
shall be witnesses ” ‘The power for effective 
witnessing is the power of the Holy Spirit of God! 
He is our co-worker, or co-witness! We are to bear 
witness before the whole world; a tremendous task! 
But God has assigned us a Helper whose strength 
is sufficient, whose power prevails! 


ve also bear witness 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


God never gives an assignment without provid 
ng the strength to fulfill it. Let’s gO forth, in the 
strength and power of the Spirit of God, to bear 
vitness unto Him, that men might hear, and be- 
lieve, and be saved. 





The skeptic pessimist sees a difficulty in every 
pportunity; the Christian optimist sees an oppor- 
tunity in every difficulty. 
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THE WYCLIFFE SERIES OF 
(CHRISTIAN CLASSICS 


WILBUR M. SMITH 
General Editor 


“Books That Never 
Grow Old” 


The Suffering Saviour 
By F. W. Krummacher 

A magnificent, reverently dramatized por- 
trayal of the last days of Christ before Cal- 
vary ... its eloquent unfolding of Holy Week 
makes fascinating reading. $3.50. 


Memories Of McCheyne 


By Andrew Bonar 
Letters and messages of Robert Murray Mc- 


Cheyne ... one of the greatest devotional 
books ever written. 
The Holy War 


By John Bunyan 

One of the most famous allegories ever 
written by the author of Pilgrim’s Progress. 
The spiritual warfare between God and Satan 
over a human soul. $3.50. 


The Life And Diary Of 


David Brainerd 
By Jonathan Edwards 

A challenging demonstration of personal 
prayer life by America’s great pioneer 
preacher. William Carey and Henry Martyn 
carried the Gospel to India under its influence. 
$3.50. 


The Glory Of Christ 
By John Owen 

The Christ of Owen is the Christ available 
for the busy Christians today. A mine of in- 
exhaustible treasures. $3.00. 

Other books in this 40-volume series are 
being published each year. Build your Wy- 
cliffe Classics set by purchasing them as they 
appear. 

First Series Of Reprints Of These Great 
Books 7 ippear In Seventy Years 


Order Today From 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville ... North Carolina 











BAPTISM 


By Rev. John Scott Johnson, Ph.D. 
Fourth Printing, 27th thousand, 40 pages. 
Headings and subheadings make material eas- 
ily available for busy people. Keeps close to 
the Bible. Bible references cited are also 
quoted. 

Prices are low, $3.00 will supply 25 fami- 
lies; $10.00, 100 families. 
Order From 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 
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Women’s Work 


The Bible ... A Constant Guiding 
Light To The Sightless 
By S. Ruth Barrett 
Blind little nine-year-old Adelaide Wink called 


with her mother at the Bible House recently to se- 
cure a Braille copy of the favorite volume of Scrip- 








ture Passages. The child was so eager to have this 
little “Pocket Bible” that she did not want to re- 
liquish it, even for a moment, to have it wrapped. 
Then to express her appreciation she stood up and 
sang so sweetly, the Lord’s Prayer, that no one 
who was within hearing distance will ever forget it. 


A few days later a distinguished lady, now well 
known throughout many parts of the world, Helen 
Keller, called. It was on the day of our weekly 
devotional service. Ever since she was a little girl 
she has read the Bible constantly for courage and 
for joy. Her radiant presence and loving tribute to 
the Bible stirred the hearts of all, who realized het 
amazing accomplishments despite the handicaps of 
lifelong silence and darkness. 


And there were many other blind visitors during 
the past year who have been a source of inspiration 
and who, because of their happy spirit and thank- 
fulness, spread hope and cheer to the sighted. And 
the thousands of grateful letters tell a still more 
moving story of what the spiritual light of the Gos- 
pel means to these darkened souls. 

A blind veteran, hospitalized in Tennessee, 
writes: “Chaplain Green of this hospital has just 
brought to my room the four Gospels in Braille as 
a gift from the American Bible Society, and I want 
to express to you both my appreciation and thanks 
for your generosity.” 


From Texas comes this response: “My aunt lives 
in a convalescent home. She is 66 vears old and has 
been blind all her life. She is an invalid and is sick 
in body as well as blind. Words cannot express 
how much these Bible volumes will mean to her. 
Again, thank you so much.”’ 


A little girl in New Jersey wrote: ‘The Braille 
volumes of the Bible have arrived. ‘They will mean 
so much to me, as | can now read with the chil- 
dren in my Sunday School class. 


One who is both blind and deaf writes from 
Ohio, in acknowledging the New ‘Testament, “I 
do not read the Braille very rapidly but do enjoy 
it and thank you from the bottom of my heart. 
What a blessing to be able to read God’s Word 
even though our eyes are blinded to the world.” 


Some weeks ago a blind leper in Northern Rho 
desia wrote to say how happy he was to have his 
Braille Bible. He could not get over the joy of 
having the whole Braille Bible in 20 volumes and 
knowing it was his very own. 
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Blind persons who cannot feel the small points 
of the Braille sometimes find the Moon system, a 
modified raised letter, easier. A lady from Rhode 
Island writes in behalf of one such: ‘““These volumes 


have been a great source of help, inspiration and 


blessing to my mother, who learned to read the 
\Ioon svstem when she was 75. Now at 85 she 
continues to enjoy her Bible library.” 


No one can measure the happiness which the 
Talking Book records of the Bible bring to those 
unable to read with their finger tips. A recipient in 
Florida expresses her gratitude, saying, “What a 
real pleasure to be able to hear the blessed Book 
any time | so desire to hear it!” 


The Society has just rounded out 118 years of 
service to the sightless, and 1952 was the greatest 
vear of all. Increasing appeals from blind people 
everywhere continue to pour in. There were new 
editions of the Scriptures last year in German, Ar- 
menian and ‘Turkish Braille. On March 24, 1953, 
a first edition ot the Society's Pocket Bible”’ in 
Arabic Braille became ready for distribution, The 
Society has distributed through the vears over 373 
OOO volumes of the Seri 


iT 
t 


> 


to the Blind in 36 


tures 


languages and systems. 


Yes, the Bible is Guiding Light to the Blind 


in any language! 


| ron Bible society Record. 


When A Stick Became A Sceptre 
By William Crowe 


When a stick becomes a sceptre. “And the Lord 
said unto him, What is that in thine hand? And 
he said, a rod.” Exodus AZ. 
age of ours, we are inclined to 
place more confidence in what is in our hands than 
what is in our hearts. We are unwilling to under 


In this machine 


take a large task without large material equip 
ment. We feel that without financial resources, 
without an organization, without enginery and all 


sorts of modern gadgets, we face defeat. 


If ever a man felt a call to a big task, that man 
was Moses. God had commanded him to break the 
power of a proud empire in order to set his own 
people free. And who was Moses? Merely a home 
sick shepherd out on the Arabian desert. Resources ? 
None whatever. Implements? Nothing but a stick 
that he had been using in herding his little flock. 


Ah! But that stick! With God that was sufficient, 
as the succeeding record proved. God permitted him 
to use that shepherd’s crook as the symbol of the 
Divine presence. Thereby that stock of an acacia 
bush became the most noted sceptre in the entire 
history of the human race 


Napoleon's theme was that God was always on 
the side that controlled the greatest battalions. 
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There is not a word of truth in it. The Apostle ind his kind. A gnarled stick in the 


Paul opened a pagan continent to freedom with representative of the Most High carries more au- 
only a few tattered old books wrapped up in a thority than any Alexander or Caesar who ever 
ragged cloak. William Carey turned India toward sat upon a peacock throne. 

the eternal light implemented with one Book—the From “Under The Study Lamp.” 


Bible. John the Baptist stirred his nation to repent 


ance toward God, and yet when asked who he was, I low You Can Help! 


replied, “Only a voice in the wilderness.” 
ae (Fourth In Series) 
he most powerful person on earth today is the 
man or woman who is dedicated to the cause of ex Remnants For Refugees 
tending the Kingdom of God, regardless of whether 
or not that person is implemented with such material 


} 


people are refugees. 
equipment as the wisdom of the world demands as 


essential to success. An appointee to the mission of In PAvLestine, 870,000 Arabs are classified as 
setting a single soul free from the slavery of sin refugees, while tens of thousands more along the 
outranks all the high and mighty who think in the Israeli border are “economic refugees,” without 
terms of mere human power, means of economic support, since the lands they 


Every Pharoah, past or present, is compelled soon 


er or later to admit the superior power of Moses In GERMANY, refugees constitute one fifth of the 


hand of a 


In Korea, it is estimated that nearly half the 


once farmed are now included in the state of Israel. 























Here’s a booklet that may 


answer your problem exactly 





Our annuity gift plan enables many people to secure a safe 
yet attractive income for their declining years, and also to 
leave a substantial gift to help spread the Gospel. 


Upon the gift to our Foreign Mission Work of any sum from 
$100 up, we will agree to pay the donor (or anyone he desig- 
nates) a fixed sum every six months as long as he lives, the 
amount of payment being based on the recipient's age. 


An attractive income is thus guaranteed to the recipient for life, 
unaffected by depressions or other adversities that would 
affect the yield on other investments. None of the gift is used 
for mission work until our lifetime obliga- 

tion has been completed. 


There are other attractive features to be 
found in annuity gifts. Write today for 
a copy of our FREE booklet that gives 
you all the details: "A Guaranteed 
Lifetime Investment with Mutual 
Benefits for Yourself and Others.” 


Curry B. Hearn, Treasurer 
BOARD OF WORLD MISSIONS 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S. 

P. O. Box 330 
NASHVILLE |, TENN. 
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total population and one third of the total number 
of unemployed in Western Germany. 


In Austria, 275,000 refugees have been strand- 
ed, against both their will and the will of the Aus- 
trian people. 


In many of these countries, as well as elsewhere 
in Europe and Asia, people have been living as 
refugees since the end of World War II. Without 
jobs, there is no money to replace outworn and out- 
grown clothing. In every refugee camp, there are 
skilled workers able and willing to make new cloth- 
ing and to repair old garments if the necessary ma- 
terials are provided. 


In Korea, for example, Church World Service 
has set up a sewing guild, employing widows and 
dependents of Korean Christian ministers, to remake 
used garments into serviceable clothing for refugees. 
In Trieste, a vocational training project using odd 
lengths of material is bringing new purpose and 
interest into the lives of displaced persons who can- 
not emigrate. 


You Can Help 


—by sending lengths of sturdy material to one of 
the warehouses listed below. Shirting, denim for 
work clothes, suiting, top coat and underwear ma- 
terial are especially needed. Scissors, thread, needles, 
tapes and trimmings, and knitting wool are useful. 
White cotton cloth is especially appreciated in 
Korea. Send your packages postpaid to the Church 
World Service warehouse nearest you: 3146 Lucas 
Ave., St. Louis 3, Missouri; or New Windsor, 
Maryland. 


—by sending cash contributions for the purchase 
of quantity lots of material. 


Contributions may be sent through your own 
church or to Church World Service, 120 East 23rd 
Street, New York 10, New York. 


“How To Read The Bible” 


Read the Bible, not as a newspaper but as a home 
letter. 





If a cluster of heavenly fruit hangs within reach, 
gather it. 


If a prayer is recorded, appropriate it, and launch 
it as a feathered arrow from the bow of your desire. 

If a promise lies upon the page as a blank check, 
cash it. 


If truth is revealed in all its intrinsic splendor, 
entreat that its brilliance may ever irriadiate the 
hemisphere in your life. 


Author Unknown. 


Recommend The Journal Te Friends 


PAGE 14 












BOOKS 


“On Vesper Hill” 


By Robert A. Lapsley, Jr. Published by John 
Knox Press, Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. Price 
$2.00. 


Dr. Robert A. Lapsley, Jr., who was called a 
few months ago to be with his Lord, was one of our 
ablest and most versatile ministers of the Gospel. 
He possessed a style that appealed to all ages. Form- 
er volumes from his pen were written for adults. 
This one was prepared for “pioneer” age. 


In 1952 Dr. Lapsley was invited to conduct four 
vesper services for junior high school age youngsters 
and, an invitation was repeated to him every year 
for ten successive years. Under this ministry he had 
the privilege of seeing hundreds of boys and girls 
accept Christ as Saviour and Lord. This volume 
contains a number of the addresses given to the 
boys and girls on Vesper Hill. 


This book deals with such subjects as “What I 
Know About Religion,” “What Jesus Did in the 
Long Ago,” “What It Means to Be a Christian,” 
“How to Become a Christian,” “How to Live as a 
Christian,” “What It Means to Die a Christian,” 
and “Which Side Are You On?”, 


One of the most timely chapters is entitled 
“Which Side Are You On?”, and it brings young 
people to the point where they must realize that it 
is necessary to take sides in life. He writes ““When 
it comes to the matter of your relation to the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the lines are sharply drawn as in a 
shinny game. Jesus made it perfectly clear. He says 
‘He that is not with me is against me.’ ” 


“On Vesper Hill” is a model piece of work for 
all who desire to give the best to Pioneers both as 
to content and method. Dr. Lapsley presents solid 
material in an attractive style. This volume should 
make a lovely gift to pioneers who are seeking to 
know more about Christ and to live according to 


His plan. —John R. Richardson. 





“Immortal Tidings In 
Vortal Hands” 


By Arthur J. Moore. Published by Abingdon- 


Cokesbury Press, Nashville 2, Tenn. Price $1.75. 


Bishop Moore pleads for the sharpened aware- 
ness of the spreading of the Gospel as the great 
redemptive mission of the church—the mission for 
which it was divinely created and for which it is di- 
vinely sustained. He faces realistically the vastness of 
the kingdom to be conquered, and the enemies that 
stand in the way, looking back to the church of the 
past and the heroes who have triumphantly carried 
His message across the ages. He calls upon Chris- 
tians today for equal courage and consecration. 
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Do You Want 
Women Elders and Preachers? 


The proposed Plan of Union provides for the ordination of women as 


elders, as is now already provided for in the U.S.A. Church. 


According to Presbyterian Life,” June 27, 1953, the U.S.A. Church has 
a committee to study the question of ordaining women as ministers. This 
committee approves of such ordination but has held its report in abeyance 


pending the vote on union. 


In the event of union we will immediately find that the ordination of wo- 
men as elders is a part of our Church’s policy and the next step will be the 


ordination of women as ministers. 


“A bishop (elder) then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, v1g- 
ilant, sober, of good behavior, given to hospitality, apt to teach.” 


—JI ‘Tim. 312. also to Verse 7. 


Have you read “The Reason Why”: Send for free sample copy, or send 


$4.00 for 100 copies. 


THE ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
PRESERVATION AND 
CONTINUATION OF THE SOUTHERN 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
ae X 


H. B. Dendy, Secy. — Weaverville, N. C. 
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